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consider war absolutely inevitable and predict it for the spring of
i935> although some believe that it may come much sooner. Much
comment has been aroused by the remarks of the Soviet Ambassador
at a dinner which he gave recently to the foreign newspaper corre-
spondents. He was apparently stung beyond endurance at the actual
and implied accusations being cast on his country and people by the
Japanese press, and at the dinner he denounced Japanese " defence
propaganda " in no uncertain terms, assuring his hearers that the
U.S.S.R. was nearing the limit of its patience and forbearance. He
stated further that Soviet Russia is not only able to meet any overt
act of aggression by the Japanese Army, but is well prepared on land
and in the air to take the offensive across the border into Manchuria
if such a step becomes necessary—pretty plain speaking.
Of course, this must have leaked out to the Japanese. As the
Russians have observed that in case of war they would completely
destroy both Tokyo and Osaka from the air, I imagine that Tokyo
will be a somewhat active spot in such an eventuality. The recent
Japanese air manoeuvres, when for three consecutive evenings the
entire city of Tokyo was kept in complete darkness, during the raids,
not even reading lamps being allowed5 were clearly held with the
Russian threat in mind.
FIRST INTERVIEW WITH FOREIGN MINISTER HIROTA
September 18, 1933
Received by Hirota, the new Minister for Foreign Affairs, at 2.
Amaral of Brazil was the only other ambassador there, Yurenev,
the Russian, and Auriti, the Italian, being either absent or late.
Hirota received me with warmth, clasping my hands in both of his
and in the course of our short talk he said that the corner-stone
of his policy would be the development of better relations with the
United States and that this, in fact, was the primary reason why he
had accepted the appointment which had come to him as a com-
plete surprise. I am convinced from his manner that he meant it.
I said that so far as I could see, one of the chief impediments to good
relations between our countries was the press, which constantly
stirred up distrust and suspicion on totally illusory grounds. He
replied, " We shall talk all that over together."
My brief impressions of him were favourable ,* he certainly has far
more warmth and resiliency than the austere Count Uchida pos-
sessed ; I believe that it will now be a pleasure to go to the Foreign
Office, which it never has been before, and that he may be a man
with whom one can sit down and really talk things out. Count
Uchida, aside from being very deaf, was never willing to talk, and
on the few occasions on which I have gone to him on special cases
he never appeared to know anything about them and merely said
that he would take the matter under consideration. He has never
been able or willing really to discuss matters in general.

